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OOrrddiinnaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  PPrriieesstthhoooodd  
 

Last January 16, 2016, there  was another celebration for the 

whole Verbum Dei Community through the Priestly Ordination of 

Rev. Fr. Vincent “ Bong” Guinoo at St. Augustine's Cathedral in 

Cagayan De Oro City. The celebration was led by Archbishop 

Antonio Ledesma, Archbishop of Cagayan De Oro. The event was 

attended by the representatives of the Verbum Dei Community 

from Manila, Cebu, Tagaytay and Cagayan De Oro.  Rev. Bong 

expressed his thank you to all the people who attended the 

celebration before the end of the Holy Mass. He said that “ My 

ordination is not just a gift for the Verbum Dei Community but for 

the whole mother church”.  

 

 

  

""LLoorrdd,,  HHeerree  II  AAmm””  

Thank you, Connie, for your availability to be sent to Peru for 

your new mission assignment. We are grateful for all your 

hard work not only in Tagaytay, but for the entire Verbum Dei 

family here in the Philippines. We send you with much love to 

Peru, to share our faith and Filipino culture on the other side 

of the world. Peru was the community’s first foundation 

outside of Spain in 1966.  

 

 

 

WWeellccoommee              
 

Hello to all our readers! We have had a busy Lenten period. Here is some news about 

recent events in Verbum Dei Luzon. 
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TTaaggaayyttaayy  PPrroojjeecctt::  CCeenntteerr''ss  DDrraaiinnaaggee  SSyysstteemm      

We are almost there! Thank you for the generous 

support of everyone from a peso to bigger 

amounts through the various ways we raised 

funds. We still lack one third to start it but 

hopefully we can begin before the rainy season 

comes. When finished we hope to no longer walk 

in the flooded pathway to enter our center. Please 

continue to support us!  

 

 

  

SSiicckk  bbaabbiieess  &&  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ddeecciissiioonnss  

Recently a study day was held for the 

pediatric doctors of PGH (Philippine 

General Hospital) who work in the 

intensive care department. Fr James 

gave a talk regarding ethical and 

medical aspects of decision making in 

the neonatal end of life context. 

 

 

 

FFrr  GGeerrssoonn  ssiinnggss  ““LLaa  BBaammbbaa””  

A despedida concert entitled ““Pananampalataya, 

Pag-asa at Pag-ibig” was held for Fr Gerson last 

February 6, 2016. Fr Gerson gave us a rousing 

rendition of “La Bamba” with some dance moves 

that Ricky Martin would have been proud of. We 

wish him well in his new assignment in Venezuela. 

Adios amigo! 
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HHoollyy  DDoooorr  EExxppeerriieennccee  

Tita Corito Declaro organized a recollection in 

honor of the Year of Mercy for her workers. Fr 

Vic and Fr Iwao gave inputs regarding the year 

of mercy. The pilgrimage also involved passing 

though the holy door of our Lady of Sorrows in 

Pasay City. 

 

 

PPrreeppaarriinngg  oouurrsseellvveess  ffoorr  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn!!  

We are happy to announce to you the good news of 

our new students’ community that started last 

February 4, 2016, located at #54 Dr. Alejos St. 

Barangay Sta. Teresita Quezon City. It is  composed 

of three students, Percy Sy, Rana Niña Elisino and 

Melaine Sallador together with Adriana B. Haro, 

formator and responsible of said community. We feel 

the call of Jesus to make the most of this privileged 

time of deepening our faith through the studies so 

that many people may receive God’s love and life 

through us. We count on your prayers for our fidelity! 

 

 

FFaaccee  ooff  MMeerrccyy  

On Mar 4-6, we held our Verbum Dei 

Lenten silent retreat in Tagaytay. The 

theme was “Jesus, the face of mercy.” One 

participant, Tess, said “the Lenten retreat of 

Verbum Dei “the faces of mercy”, stirred up 

a new consciousness deep within me. A 

paradox is no longer a contradiction but an 

enlightenment. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong. God’s mercy becomes so sweet 

and tender when everything aligns and 

connects.”  
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FFoorreevveerr  yyoouunngg!!  

We were invited to give a recollection to the youth 

of Tayuman linked with the Missionaries of Charity. 

The fact that they keep on calling us is a sign that 

our previous experiences with them  were fruitful. 

This time, while I was there sharing with the group - 

95 high school students - I felt inside what John Paul 

II once said in the midst of an enthusiastic vigil in 

WYD gathering that I attended: "Live among the 

youth, and you'll become younger!" After the 

recollection, although tired, I testified that it is true! 

Age, to be young is also about attitude!  Filipe Vaz 

Pardal. 

 

  

  

SSiinnggiinngg  iinn  tthhee  rraaiinn  

Continuing our collaboration with the Sister 

Handmaids of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, 

recently the homeless men received colorful 

umbrellas. Hopefully this will help spare them 

somewhat from the heat of the sun and the 

heavy rains.  

 

 

 

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  EEuucchhaarriissttiicc  CCoonnggrreessss  22001166  

Christ in you, our hope of glory was the theme of 

the International Eucharistic Congress 2016, with 

which the city of Cebu was blessed. We too, the 

Verbum Dei Missionaries with perpetual vows, 

feel grateful for having participated in this very 

important event of the Catholic Church that 

gathered around 15,000 persons of 42 nations. It 

was a beautiful and very powerful sign of the 

unity in diversity that the Holy Spirit grants to 

our Church, especially when the reason that 

gathers us is the body and blood of the Lord.  
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FFiirrsstt  VVoowwss  

On January 9, three young Verbum Dei missionaries 

- Lisa Calvez, Melaine Sallador and Sarah Jane 

Abellana, made their first temporal of vows in the 

Verbum Dei Center of Evangelization in Tagaytay. It 

was a joyful celebration witnessed by the families of 

Lisa, Melaine and Sarah and the Verbum Dei 

fraternity and family. For the three, dedicating their 

lives through the Verbum Dei charism and mission 

is a response to the experience of being called and 

so much loved by God. They continue the new 

stage of their missionary life: Lisa and Sarah having 

an apostolic year and Melaine studying Philosophy. 

 

  

MMiissssiioonnaarryy  FFaammiillyy  iinn  aaccttiioonn  

On Feb 14 2016, the Missionaries and Lay Disciples of Verbum Dei Family in Luzon converged in 

a General Assembly held in Verbum Dei Retreat House in Tagaytay to primarily assess the Four 

Areas of Focus in the National Apostolic Council which are: The Apostolic Formation: Process of 

Formation in Verbum Dei Missionary Family (VDMF), Structure of VDMF: Apostolic Council, 

Ecclesial Project: Apostolate Center, and National and Ecclesial Missionary Activities. In the spirit 

of co-responsibility, the participants signed up to the newly created Ministries (Liturgy, Music, 

Children, Games and Animation) and Committees (Finance, Logistics and Infrastructure, 

Advertising and Communications, Archiving and Documentation).  

The event culminated in various bonding 

activities where participants expressed 

themselves in art, craft, appreciative writing 

and playing team games. 
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BBlleessssiinngg  ooff  tthhee  HHoouussee  ooff  PPrraayyeerr  

Last January 10, 2016 another milestone for the Verbum Dei Community happened through the 

blessing of the site of the Pasig Apostolate Center. The event started with the Holy Mass at Valle 

Verde 5 in Pasig. Many disciples, friends and sponsors of the community attended to grace the 

event which was officiated by Fr. Gerson Ortiz, FMVD concelebrated with some of the Verbum 

Dei priests.  

After the mass, there was a video presentation about the project  and updates given by Sister 

Luisa Mesina, FMVD. There was also snack served before heading to the blessing of the Luzon 

Apostolate Center proper. 

The site blessing was headed by Bishop Mylo 

Vergara, Bishop of Pasig. He pointed out in 

his message the importance of the word of 

God in our lives because it will lead us in the 

right path. 

The blessing of the Pasig Apostolate Center 

will just be a start of the realization of a great 

dream of the community to have a house of 

prayer open to a larger number of people 

hungry for the word of God.  

 

 

 

 

We hope to begin the construction of our Apostolate Center next month. For more information 

about how to help or in-kind donations please contact Sr. Malou Tibayan (09336270957) or Sr. 

Sol Abala (09324290330). 

 

AA  ttiimmee  ooff  MMeerrccyy  

With intense desire of bringing her group ‘Handmaids 

of the Lord’ to a personal encounter with God, Mrs. 

Letty Ignacio invited Sr. Luisa Mesina, Sr. Rachel Lumain 

and Fr. Iwao and to give them a Lenten retreat focused 

on “A time of Mercy” last February 27. The retreat was a 

strong call to experience and practice mercy! This call 

means to reject tendencies of resentment, revenge, 

hatred and violence. We give thanks to God’s mercy in 

our hearts that enables us to be merciful like Him!  

 

 


